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GSGA44-R05

A Resolution to Abolish the $125 International Student Fee at the University of Maryland,
College Park

Summary: This resolution calls on the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) to
remove the inequitable $125 international student fee.

WHEREAS, Full-time international students requiring an I-20 or DS-2019 document
are required to pay an extra fee of $125 every semester. This fee was imposed on students' in
2017 without oversight and remains unpopular; and,

WHEREAS, UMD states that the international student fee revenue “enhances support
for UMD international students™, but $3,088,000 of the over $3,100,000 raised (>99%) from
these fees across 2020-2024 went towards supporting the base-level functionality of the Office of
International Affairs, Office of the University Registrar, and Graduate School’. The covered
expenses include purchasing government-mandated equipment, processing visas, ensuring
compliance with specialized requirements for international students’ academic records, and
international institution credential evaluation, rather than any supplementary services or
enhanced support for international students. Requiring international students to fund the basic
infrastructure required for their attendance demonstrates a failure of the University to adequately
support all its students; and,

WHEREAS, This fee is an additional burden to a group that is already financially
stressed due to visa-related costs, restrictions on secondary employment, and lack of access to
major federal grants, in addition to other immigration-related vulnerabilities; and,

WHEREAS, Many peer institutions, such as the University of Washington, University
of Michigan, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, University of Oregon, and University of
California, Los Angeles either do not charge an international student fee or cover the fee for
graduate assistants;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Graduate Student Government

supports the removal of the $125/semester international student fee.
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